
Wildlife Crossings: Bridging the Gap Between
Nature and Infrastructure
As the human population continues to grow and expand, so too does our
impact on the environment. One of the most pressing issues facing wildlife
today is habitat fragmentation, which occurs when natural habitats are
broken up into smaller and smaller pieces, often by roads, railways, and
other infrastructure. Fragmentation can have a devastating impact on
wildlife, making it difficult for animals to move around, find food, and
reproduce.

One solution to the problem of habitat fragmentation is the construction of
wildlife crossings. Wildlife crossings are structures that allow animals to
safely cross over or under roads and other barriers. These crossings can
take a variety of forms, including bridges, tunnels, and culverts.
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The benefits of wildlife crossings are numerous. Crossings can help to
reduce animal-vehicle collisions, which can kill or injure animals and
damage vehicles. They can also help to improve water quality by reducing
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the amount of sediment that enters waterways from roads. In addition,
crossings can provide opportunities for recreation and education, and they
can help to connect isolated populations of animals.

One of the most successful examples of a wildlife crossing is the Banff
Wildlife Crossings project in Banff National Park, Canada. The project,
which was completed in 2013, has resulted in a significant reduction in
animal-vehicle collisions and has had a positive impact on wildlife
populations in the area.

The Banff Wildlife Crossings project is just one example of the many ways
that we can help to mitigate the impacts of habitat fragmentation on wildlife.
By building more wildlife crossings, we can help to ensure that wildlife has
the opportunity to move around freely and find the resources they need to
survive.

Types of Wildlife Crossings

There are a variety of different types of wildlife crossings, each of which
has its own advantages and disadvantages. The most common types of
crossings include:

Bridges: Bridges are elevated structures that allow animals to cross
over roads and other barriers. They are typically used for larger
animals, such as deer, elk, and moose.

Tunnels: Tunnels are underground structures that allow animals to
cross under roads and other barriers. They are typically used for
smaller animals, such as rabbits, squirrels, and reptiles.



Culverts: Culverts are large pipes that are installed under roads and
other barriers. They allow animals to cross through the pipes, which
are often filled with water or debris.

The type of wildlife crossing that is best for a particular location will depend
on a number of factors, including the size of the animals that need to cross,
the volume of traffic on the road, and the cost of construction.

Benefits of Wildlife Crossings

Wildlife crossings provide a number of benefits, including:

Reduced animal-vehicle collisions: Wildlife crossings can help to
reduce the number of animal-vehicle collisions, which can kill or injure
animals and damage vehicles. Crossings can also help to reduce the
risk of human injuries or fatalities from animal-vehicle collisions.

Improved water quality: Wildlife crossings can help to improve water
quality by reducing the amount of sediment that enters waterways from
roads. Sediment can clog waterways, making them less habitable for
fish and other aquatic life.

Increased connectivity: Wildlife crossings can help to connect
isolated populations of animals, which can improve their chances of
survival. Crossings can also allow animals to access new areas for
food, water, and shelter.

Recreation and education: Wildlife crossings can provide
opportunities for recreation and education. Crossings can be used for
hiking, biking, and wildlife viewing. They can also be used for
educational purposes, such as teaching children about the importance
of wildlife conservation.



Challenges to Wildlife Crossings

Despite the many benefits of wildlife crossings, there are also a number of
challenges to their construction and maintenance. Some of the most
common challenges include:

Cost: Wildlife crossings can be expensive to construct and maintain.
The cost of a crossing will vary depending on the type of crossing, the
size of the crossing, and the location of the crossing.

Effectiveness: Wildlife crossings are not always effective in reducing
animal-vehicle collisions or improving water quality. The effectiveness
of a crossing will depend on a number of factors, including the location
of the crossing, the type of crossing, and the size of the animals that
need to cross.

Public opposition: Some people oppose the construction of wildlife
crossings, often due to concerns about cost, effectiveness, or safety.
Public opposition can make it difficult to build wildlife crossings, even in
areas where they are needed.

Wildlife crossings are an important tool for mitigating the impacts of habitat
fragmentation on wildlife. Crossings can help to reduce animal-vehicle
collisions, improve water quality, increase connectivity, and provide
opportunities for recreation and education. However, there are also a
number of challenges to the construction and maintenance of wildlife
crossings. These challenges include cost, effectiveness, and public
opposition. Despite these challenges, wildlife crossings remain an
important option for protecting wildlife and improving our environment.



World of Wildlife Crossings is a comprehensive resource for information
about wildlife crossings. The website includes information on the different
types of wildlife crossings, the benefits of crossings, and the challenges to
their construction and maintenance. The website also includes a map of
wildlife crossings around the world.
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