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Prelude to the Battle

As the Allies pushed eastward through France and Belgium in the autumn
of 1944, the German army retreated to prepared defensive positions along
the Siegfried Line, a formidable network of fortifications designed to halt the
Allied advance. The Battle for Geilenkirchen was a key engagement in the
Allied effort to breach the Siegfried Line and penetrate into Germany.
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The Battle Begins

On November 18, 1944, the U.S. 9th Infantry Division launched an assault
on Geilenkirchen, a town located just inside the German bFree Download.
The Germans were well-prepared and put up a fierce resistance, but the
Americans eventually managed to secure a foothold in the town.

House-to-House Fighting

The fighting in Geilenkirchen was intense and bloody. The Germans had
fortified every building, and the Americans had to fight their way through
each house and street. The battle became a brutal war of attrition, with
both sides suffering heavy casualties.



The Liberation of Geilenkirchen

After several days of intense fighting, the Americans finally managed to
liberate Geilenkirchen on November 21, 1944. The battle had been a costly
victory, but it was a significant milestone in the Allied advance into
Germany.
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The Legacy of the Battle

The Battle for Geilenkirchen was a pivotal moment in World War II. It
marked the beginning of the Allied penetration into Germany and helped to
set the stage for the eventual Allied victory. The battle also demonstrated
the courage and determination of the Allied forces, who were willing to fight
and die to defeat the Nazis.

Today, the Battle for Geilenkirchen is remembered as one of the most
important battles of World War II. The town of Geilenkirchen has erected a
memorial to the soldiers who fought and died there, and the battle is still
studied by military historians around the world.
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